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A hospital that spearheaded the city's tuberculosis fight in 1920s

By Qiao Zhengyue

(# EH) Liu’s research found that
the architect attached great importance to
sunlight in treating patients with lung
problems. He arranged all the wards on
the south side of the hospital and the
operation room, X-—ray room and clinic
rooms on the north side. The wards were
equipped with balconies. made it easier for
patients to enjoy the sunlight at any time
of the day. The top floor featured a music
room with a piano and a library for
patients to enjoy. Xi was inspired by
German architect Richard Docker, who
had designed a similar medical building in
Stuttgart of Germany in 1926.

“The form of Honggiao Sanatorium
follows the requirements of its interior
functions. There were no decorations
unrelated to the structure. The building
was regarded as the most representative
of modernism architecture in Shanghai
after its completion,” Liu said.

Tongji University vice president Wu
Jiang also agreed the architect designed the
building to be functional, instead of an
unfunctional aesthetically beautiful
construction.

“He designed large windows and

The terraced structure to introduce more
sunlight. It was not only a modern—style
building, it was a rare building in modern
Shanghai
truly  designed

architectural history that was
according  to  the
conception of modernism. So it had a
very high status even in modern Chinese
history. It’s a pity the

demolished during the

architectural
building  was
Chinese  War
Japanese Aggression,” Wu said.

In 1935, Ding Huikang went to

of Resistance  against

Germany, Austria and Switzerland to

investigate  the medical system and
anti—tuberculosis work. He compiled the
survey data into books like “Experimental
Tuberculosis” and “Statistics of

Tuberculosis  in ~ Various  Countries.”
During his inspection abroad, Dr. Yan
Fuqing acted as the dean of Honggqiao
Sanatorium, which served as the second
practice hospital of Shanghai Medical
College.

In 1936, Ding returned to China to
be an active advocator and promoter of
China’s anti—tuberculosis movement. In
the large—scale anti—tuberculosis publicity

campaign he conducted, Ding exhibited

TB pathological specimens and bacteria
under a microscope to introduce to the
disease to the public, which was fatal
among Chinese.
Ding also compiled various free
publicity materials, launched a city—wide
free X-—ray physical examination activity
and treated poor patients free of charge.

In his book “The Guide
Diseases,” Ding Huikang has called this

of Lung

sanatorium “a palace of happiness.”

“This sanatorium is not only a
strong army to fight the evils of diseases,
it’s an ultimate paradise close to great
design, it’s

nature. In terms of

functional,  hygienic, considerate  and
adapts to Chinese habits,” Ding wrote in
the 1937 book.

However in the same vyear, the
hospital was forced to cease operation

of World War II. The

sanatorium moved to 404 Route Herve

because

de Sieyes (today’s Yongjia Road) and
later to 990 Avenue Joffre (today’s
Huaihai Road M.), which is the

compound of Xuhui Hospital today.

The new sanatorium

The garden villa that served for the
new Honggiao Sanatorium was built for
a British resident in the 1920s and sold
to Chinese merchant Ye Hongying
afterwards.

Ding rented the building from Ye
to relocate the sanatorium in 1938.

Compared with the simply—cut
modern building on Honggiao Road, the
sanatorium’s new home is a more classic
architectural building with three floors.
The facade is graced by two patterned
gables, Mansard windows, large windows,
protruding windows and a rainbow of
decorative patterns.

“It was a building of a
comparatively large scale in the former
French concession. The building was not
in a traditional Western style. It reveals a
British or mixed style. There are more
modern decorations on this building,”
Wu said.

In their co—authored article, “A Short
History of Shanghai Honggiao Sanatorium,”
Chen Heng and Zhang Yinghe wrote that
the new sanatorium saw a shrinking scale at
first with only 20 to 30 beds.
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