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A hospital that spearheaded the city's tuberculosis fight in 19205

Several months ago a classic building in
Shanghai  Xuhui
important monument of 20th century architectural
Chinese Society of Cultural

Hospital was listed as an
heritage by the
Heritage.

Hidden deep in the hospital compound on
996 Huaihai Road, the building once served as a
new site of the famous Hongqiao Sanatorium.

Known as “Hongjiao Sanatorium” in the
1930s, the original site on Honggiao Road was
also significant in the history of Shanghai
architecture.

“The sanatorium founded in 1934, on
Honggiao Road by Dr Ding Huikang was a
100—bed hospital for patients who suffered from
tuberculosis,” said medical historian Lu Min from
Shanghai No. 4 People’s Hospital. The main
building was a four—story structure that had south
facing wards which were all sound—proofed.

“The sanatorium, which boasted to have the
latest medical equipment of its time, moved to
Huaihai Road after the Japanese invaded China in
1937,” he said.

Xuhui Hospital archives reveal Ding was
born into a family of intellectuals from Wuxi of
Jiangsu Province, in 1904. His father Ding Fubao,
who had studied medicine in Japan, published
hundreds of medical books.

Ding Huikang graduated from Tongji
Medical College in 1927, a time when TB was
an epidemic in China. After several of Ding’s
family died from the disease, the young medical
graduate was determined to devote his life to
relieve the pains of TB patients.

In 1928, he opened Shanghai Sanatorium for
Lung Disease on No. 2 Great Western Road
(today’s Yan’an Road W.) with support from his

father. While based at the hospital, the Dings

By Qiao Zhengyue

raised

Shanghai
Sanatorium on 202 Honggiao Road on June 17,

funds to open Honggiao
1934. The opening ceremony invited some 1,000
foreign and Chinese guests, including Shanghai
mayor Wu Tiecheng.

The old sanatorium

A report in The North—China Herald on
June 20, 1934, revealed the mayor inspected the
building and displayed “evident interest in the
splendid equipment provided and commenting
with approval upon the planning of the institution
which has made it possible for every patient to
enjoy privacy.”

Patients could enjoy privacy, sunlight and
fresh air thanks to the excellent design work of
Chinese architect Fonzien G. Ede (Xi Fuquan),
who had studied architecture in Germany. The
modern, functional steel—and—concrete structure
became a signature work in Shanghai architectural

history.

“Xi Fuquan’s work was influenced by
German modernism  architecture  that  values
function and features simply—cut forms. As

medical architecture, it’s practical, hygienic, solid
and beautiful,” said Liu Kan,

scholar from Tongji University.

(##, & Shanghai Daily) (RZF%:)
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